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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
JANICE MIRIKITANI

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 13, 2021

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, | rise today,
along with Bay Area Representatives BARBARA
LEE and JACKIE SPEIER, to pay tribute to the
late Janice Mirikitani: a gifted poet and a bea-
con of resilience for so many in America. Jan-
ice was a force for social justice, who over-
came great adversity to empower and inspire
so many in the Bay Area and beyond through
her beautiful art and her leadership of the
Glide Foundation. Her passing is a great loss
to San Francisco and to our nation.

Janice’s poetry turned personal pain into
purpose. Indeed, she experienced a childhood
marked by hardship: undergoing the national
shame of internment as a young girl and then
years of trauma as a young woman. Janice
faced these challenges directly in her intimate
and powerful poems. Her extraordinary cour-
age and tenacity shine through in her writings
on the horrors of war, the scourge of sexual
abuse and the stain of institutional racism,
moving and inspiring all who read them. And
as co-founder and editor of the first Asian
American literary magazine, Aion, she lifted up
more voices like hers: women, people of color
and underserved communities, who have too
often been silenced.

Janice was deeply committed to her faith
and to our Bay Area community. Alongside
her beloved husband Reverend Cecil Williams,
who was her partner not only in marriage but
in service, she helped launch and lead the
Glide Foundation. This faith-based social jus-
tice mission helped transform the lives of
countless families in need, by providing essen-
tial health, nutrition and housing services. That
the Foundation today, decades after its found-
ing, embodies more strongly than ever
Janice’s powerful vision of “a radically inclu-
sive, just and loving community” is a testa-
ment to her enduring legacy.

In a note sent to the Glide community an-
nouncing her passing, the Foundation’s Presi-
dent and CEO wrote: “She spoke her truth
and inspired others to accept and celebrate
themselves, each other, and all our dif-
ferences.” Indeed, Janice’s leadership re-
flected the best of San Francisco: the vibrancy
of our city, the pride in our diversity and the
strength of our community.

Janice Mirikitani was a proud Californian:
born in Stockton, educated at the University of
California, Los Angeles and San Francisco
State University, working in San Francisco’s
Tenderloin neighborhood for many years and
calling the Bay Area home for nearly her en-
tire life.

For her creativity and brilliance, Janice re-
ceived the San Francisco Chamber of Com-
merce Lifetime Achievement Ebbie Award, an
American Book Lifetime Achievement Award
for Literature, and a Governor and First Lady’s

Conference on Women and Families Minerva
Award. She also earned the privilege of serv-
ing as the second poet laureate of San Fran-
cisco.

May it be a comfort to her dear husband
Cecil, her loving daughter Tianne and all their
loved ones that so many San Franciscans—
and Americans across the nation—join them in
prayer during this sad time, and that the beau-
ty, wisdom and courage of her art will endure
for generations to come.

————

CONGRATULATING THE Y QUAD
CITIES ROW TEAM FOR WINNING
THEIR 7TH STRAIGHT TITLE AT
THE NATIONAL LEVEL

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 13, 2021

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Y Quad Cities Row team for win-
ning their 7th straight title at the national level.

The Y Quad Cities Row team consisting of
Ava Satterfield, Olivia Meskan, Ella Saunders
and Elizabeth Tessen finished first in the girl’'s
quadruple sculls, winning their 7th consecutive
national title. Their historic reign began in
2014 but suddenly came to a halt as the pan-
demic hit lllinois. The Y Quad Cities Row team
is the first team ever in the history of the event
to place 1st and 2nd. As a former athlete, |
understand the amount of hard work and com-
mitment it takes to pull off such an amazing
feat. | am proud there is such young talent in
our district, and happy to see them represent
the Quad Cities so well throughout the state
and country.

It is because of student leaders such as
Ava, Olivia, Ella, and Elizabeth that | am espe-
cially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Madam Speaker, | would like to
again formally recognize them for winning their
7th consecutive national title in rowing.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF EMBRA JACKSON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 13, 2021

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and service of
Embra Jackson, a member of the Montford
Point Marines. Mr. Jackson fought bravely
alongside twenty thousand African American
men who joined the armed forces during
World War Il. Embra and countless other Afri-
can American men served their country over-
seas while the fight for civil rights continued at
home.

Embra completed basic training at Montford
Point Camp, North Carolina, which remained
segregated. He fought for the United States in

the Pacific, and many of his fellow Marines
continued their service through the wars in
Korea and Vietnam.

The Montford Point veterans made an in-
valuable impact on the rich history of the Ma-
rine Corps. Their efforts at home and abroad
aided President Truman in his 1948 decision
to desegregate the military. After 64 years, the
112th Congress awarded the Montford Point
Marines the Congressional Gold Medal for pa-
triotism and distinguished achievement.

| am grateful for Embra Jackson’s lifetime of
service to this great nation and the United
States Marine Corps.

————
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO PIO-
NEERED SUBMARINE SONAR
SYSTEMS, COMMUNITY LEADER
AND ACTIVIST, VETERAN,
PHOTOJOURNALIST, FAMILY

PATIARCH, AND FIRST BLACK
ELECTED OFFICIAL IN ORANGE
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 13, 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of this body and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, as a witness to some
of the revolutionary social and political
changes in American life and society, and as
a legislator dedicated to advancing public poli-
cies that improve the quality of life for all
Americans and that make equality of oppor-
tunity and equal justice for all not just a virtue
but a fact of American life, | rise to pay tribute
to an unsung hero of the American Experi-
ment, Jesse Frank Berry, who died at his
home in Rockville, Maryland on Monday, Au-
gust 9, 2021, at the age of 88.

In these tumultuous days of crisis and chal-
lenge, Members of Congress know well, per-
haps better than most, how blessed our nation
is to have such exceptional men and women
who will go on to become leaders in their local
communities, states, and the nation in the
areas of business, education, law, govern-
ment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, and
the military.

We know this because we see them and
benefit from their contributions every day as
they serve the American people in our offices
doing amazing work as congressional staff
members.

What produces such persons and inspires
them to want to do what they do and to do it
so well?

Madam Speaker, as Occam’s razor posits,
the answer is pretty simple and straight-
forward; they come from all over the nation,
and they are produced and nurtured and in-
spired by their first role-models and heroes:
their mothers and fathers.

The life of Jesse Frank Berry, the father of
my Chief Counsel, illustrates this perfectly,
and | want to share briefly with all Members
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his accomplishments and experiences that
provided so much pride and motivation to his
four children, five. grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, his siblings, surviving relatives,
friends and loved ones, and the thousands of
persons he never met.

Jesse Frank Berry was born on September
13, 1932, in Asheville, North Carolina, the first
of the five children of Thomas and Eva Berry,
descendants of South Carolina slaves and
sharecroppers who survived daily indignities
and injustices and nightly reigns of terror and
violence.

Jesse Berry’s family was part of the historic
“Great Migration” that saw millions of black
Americans migrate from the de jure seg-
regated rural South in search of greater eco-
nomic opportunity and freedom in the urban
North.

The family of Jesse Berry, parents and sib-
lings Dorothy, Doris, Thomas Leon, and El-
mira, settled in on the east side of Cleveland,
Ohio, in what is today the 11th Congressional
District of Ohio, the district that sent Louis
Stokes to the House of Representatives as
Ohio’s first African American congressman.

While Jesse Berry’s father provided for the
family working as mechanic and handyman
and his mother provided a loving home, Jesse
took advantage of the opportunity to attend
school beyond the elementary grades and ex-
celled in mathematics, mechanical design, and
drafting as a student at East Tech High
School, the alma mater of another and more
famous Jesse, the legendary Olympic cham-
pion Jesse Owens, who did as much as any-
one to discredit on the world stage Adolf Hit-
ler's false creed of white supremacy and his
big lie that Aryans were the master race.

After graduating from high school, Jesse
Berry worked at a local factory in Cleveland
for several years before being called to serve
his country during the Korean War, where he
served in the Signal Corps of the U.S. Army.

In December 1953, Jesse Berry married
Bonnie Agnew and to this union was born four
children, sons Jeffrey Thomas, Gregory Alan,
Michael Leonard, and daughter Bonnie Eileen,
all of whom would later go on to graduate
from college and lead productive and con-
structive lives as lawyers, professors and
teachers, serviceman, health counselors, and
entertainment industry entrepreneurs.

In 1959, Jesse Berry and his wife Bonnie
led what would soon be another great migra-
tion, heading west to California where Jesse
had been accepted into the prestigious elec-
trical engineering program at the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles, which he
was able to finance with the G.I. Bill benefits
he earned for his active duty service in the
U.S. Army.

He would later earn a master's degree in
electronic engineering from California State
University at Long Beach.

After graduating from USC in 1962, Jesse
Berry began his career as an electronic engi-
neer, designing submarine sonar systems that
were vital in securing America’s victory in the
Cold War, working for several of the country’s
leading aerospace companies and defense
contractors, including Hughes Aircraft, North
American Rockwell, General Dynamics, and
Honeywell.

But while America was engaged in the Cold
War on the international stage, domestically
the demand of the Civil Rights Movement for
a new social order of equal justice and oppor-
tunity for all was raging.
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As Bob Dylan put it so memorably in his im-
mortal “The Times They are a-Changin”:
The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast
As the present now
Will later be past
The order is rapidly fadin’

And the first one now
Will later be last
For the times they are a-changin’

Patriotic but ordinary Americans of goodwill,
who deeply loved their country but harboring a
passion for justice answered the call.

And in that number was Jesse Berry, the
electronic engineer and sonar systems expert,
who was active in the local Urban League and
civil rights groups.

Because of his exceptional organizing and
logistical skills, Jesse Berry was elected to
serve as President of the NAACP for the Or-
ange County, California chapter, where he
spearheaded voting registration drives, edu-
cational symposia, awareness events, and
consulted with civil rights leaders from across
the state and around the country.

In April 1968, violence and destruction
swept many areas of the nation following the
assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee, but the city
of Santa Ana in Orange County, California,
was left unscathed.

That is due in no small measure to the wise
counsel and guidance the heartbroken and an-
guished black residents of the city received
from their respected leader, Jesse Berry, who
organized a memorial service at the local mu-
nicipal stadium attended by thousands who
comported themselves with dignity out of re-
spect and acceptance of Dr. King’s philosophy
of nonviolence.

The following year Jesse Berry would make
history becoming the first African American to
win elective office in Orange County, Cali-
fornia, securing a seat on the Santa Ana
Board of Education.

Throughout his life, Jesse Berry was the
person that friends, neighbors, relatives, and
persons who only knew him by reputation,
went to for wisdom, advice, guidance, encour-
agement, or assistance.

But despite the pressing demands on his
time and for his attention, Jesse Berry always
remembered he was a dad to four children,
stressing the importance of a good education
and instilling in them a love of learning, show-
ing them how to solve story problems and
helping them with their homework, teaching
them to swim, and to play baseball and not to
be judgmental but to treat all persons with re-
spect and dignity.

One of the things that was most dear to
Jesse Berry was his love of nature and his-
tory; on cross-country trips back to visit rel-
atives, he would often take detours and make
side trips so his children could visit and expe-
rience the places and events that shape so
much of their lives and instill in them a sense
of wonder, awe, and appreciation.

So it was not at all unusual for Jesse Berry
to regard Gettysburg, Valley Forge, Yosem-
ite’s Half Dome or Yellowstone’s OI' Faithful,
the Badlands of South Dakota, the Grand
Canyon, Death Valley, the Petrified Forest,
New Mexico’s Carlsbad Caverns, Gettysburg,
the Missouri Courthouse where the case of
Dred Scott was decided, and United States
Capitol as on the way from Los Angeles to
Cleveland.
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And Jesse Berry delighted in photographing
these events to chronicle the adventure and
relive the good times with his friends and
neighbors as they watched the slideshow on
his projection screen that he was the first to
own.

Madam Speaker, the life of Jesse Frank
Berry reflects so much the experiences of the
ancestors of millions of persons of color in our
great nation.

Jesse Berry lived through 16 presidents, 5
wars, the Great Depression and the Great Re-
cession of 2008, the era of Jim Crow and the
Great Society, the transcendent presidencies
of Bill Clinton and Barack Obama, the first
black president, and the election of Kamala
Harris, the first woman and person of color
elected Vice-President of the United States.

Jesse Berry knew the anger and resentment
that comes naturally to one whose family has
been refused accommodations at motel or
service in a restaurant because of their race.

Jesse Berry knew the pride of wearing the
uniform of his country even though at the time
he was denied many of the rights he was will-
ing to risk his life to defend.

He knew the sacrifice it took to become the
first in his family to graduate from college and
the satisfaction that comes with the realization
of a longheld goal.

Jesse Berry never lost faith in his country;
instead, he worked to do his part to help it live
up to the true meaning of its creed that all per-
sons are created equal, and he passed that
conviction and determination on to his children
and everyone he touched during his remark-
able nearly nine decade sojourn—on earth.

Madam Speaker, like so many others
stretching all the way back to Saul, Jesse
Berry ran the great race, he finished the
course, he kept the faith, and he has now
gone on to his great reward.

We can all find solace in the words of the
philosopher Sophocles who said: One must
wait until the evening to know how splendid
the day has been.

To Jesse’s widow, Mazel Pernell, his sib-
lings, children, relatives, neighbors, friends,
and loves ones, but especially to his beloved
grandchildren Samantha, Shyeita, Michael,
Connor, and Jesse, and his great-grand-
children Alexis, Desmond, and Sydney, | hope
it is a comfort to you that so many persons
share your grief and are mourning the loss of
a truly consequential life well lived.

| ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Jesse Frank Berry, who
spent his life in service to his Lord, his family,
his friends, communities, and to the nation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF HERBERT
G. JOHNSON, SR., PRINCIPAL
CHIEF OF THE ALABAMA-
COUSHATTA TRIBE OF TEXAS

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 13, 2021

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
of Texas’ Principal Chief, Herbert G. Johnson,
Sr., who passed away on Monday, August 9,
2021, at the age of 79. He served honorably
as the Tribe’s Mikko Choba Skalaaba since
January 1, 2020.
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